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collector, Weisse, with whom he became personally acquainted, he enjoyed seeing on the stage, without being deceived by their insignificance.
But however disparaging may have been his opinions of the great mass of German poets, as a result of his own and others' criticism, nevertheless, according to indications, he took cognisance of all literary productions which appeared in the market. This immoderate fondness for reading was responsible for the basketfuls of German authors, which, in his last or next to last semester, he carried to Langer, Behrisch's successor, to exchange for a little pile of Greek writers whom, under the influence of Oeser, Winckelmann, and Lessing, he had begun to admire as the true models. But for the present his Greek studies did not extend beyond the formation of good resolutions.
His familiarity with modern foreign literatures was also constantly increasing. He found Goldoni continually at the Leipsic theatre, Corneille he attempted to translate, Rousseau appears occasionally in his letters, but he is captivated most of all by Shakespeare. He delights in reading Wieland's translation, after his appetite has been sharpened by Dodd's Beauties of Shakespeare, To be sure, his angle of vision is still too narrow to grasp the gigantic greatness of the British poet, even if he does quote him constantly and bewail his love sorrows in Shakespearian allegories. But he foresees the leavening power of this new influence when, a short time after his Leipsic period, he counts Shakespeare among his real teachers.
It was not in Goethe, with the -universal mind which Nature had given him and his father had carefully nurtured, to limit his studies to art and belles-lettres. He ranged far beyond, and took a live interest in general works on theology, medicine, law, and philosophy. He became especially wrapped up in the theological controversy over the divine or human authorship of the Bible, and as a Leipsic convert to rationalism he took the liberal view.
Thus Goethe in six academic semesters had acquired an tmcommon store of varied information. He was not yet